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Subject:     "APPLYING  OUTLOOK  INFORMATION  TO  INDIVIDUAL  PROBLTiM^  «  f«f 

fro.  the  Extension  Service,  U.  S.  Department  of  KSSJ!^'  inf°rmatl0n 

— 00O00 — 

today  t^T^^T^  slang  phrase  ln  use 

use  we  can  make  of  them,    klll^ Tf^uTjL^  *"? 
lately  saying,  "So  what?"  last  week    when  I  read  ™7a  11  mV      ?    rS  "ere  pri- 
Cutlook  conference  of  the  u.  S.  Depar^nt 'of ^rW^ureT     °°  " 

*u-  1   ,Well«  if  So'  1  have  the  answer  here,  ready  for  you     %t,^i,„  , 
think  the  Outlook  information  has  a  very  practical  \  Lxteflon  workers 

respective  States  after  the  conference    a^SwJJ! %  t0  their 

conditions  the  Outlook  on  mC«    W  a  * /       fa^es  apply  to  their  own 

fa.il,  must  bu^    ^IJ^V^  ^T^^vl^^fl  ^/^ 
one  simple  little  four-letter  word:    PLAN.  n  be  Suramcd  UP  in 

lag  Pewtr  for  EXS&flft  £  T  Te  ^ 

E^nSE*  ^  *  ~™  ^^JmrJ^lV^  former 

fa™  homemakerf  llTl^&Zil  £  «  ,UMtl<»"  lntendoi  to 

discussion  is  the  first™!^1  h  T^TVlZZ' J  T*  ^ 

last  year's  account  books  are  called  for      I?  „„  »~  ^       °  "eXt  7ear  3  landing, 

make  the  host  estimate  it  eants1o\ha    To  lllZTorT^Tnk  oT 
tad  of  course,  keep  hotter  track  of  expenses  this  year.  XPCnSS- 

budgetingWfereir9%r  J£  -11  he  applied  to  any  fa™  family's 

S-  DePartm0nt  °f  *"«  Int8ri"  *»  ^  the..     Tb;  nrsf  s^SrwiV'nco.e: 

f  *»  ^°0r^nT^t9  EST  ^r^urcef  ol  J—"  °f  "»  »~ 
do  you  have?    Do  vou  exnprt  f«  ^  i  sources  of  income,  besides  cash, 

m  sell  in  193«  ^ ^ °di ^°tLs  "setmlraer?r  f*°"  the  fa™  Produc° 

use  for  your  fiu,  i„iq,7  L'       P^t  year?    Javs  you  had  nore  cash  income  to 

K  there  is  a  Sight  decreLe  S  ZlT  -'Vo^  „If  80 '  *"*  th.  increase? 

">bo  considered  fa  making  ad iustnents?  VS  '  *?*  ^f^7  lntol^ts  1"  need 
*at  family  intor^tT^f*  k  thero  should  bo  an  increase  in  low 

ly  lnterosts  would  bo  considered  in  the  use  of  it? 
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The  next  questions  deal  with  non-money  income.     Homemakers  are  urged  to 
ask  themselves:    Were  there  some  serious  shortages  in  1937  in  products  which  you 
usually  count  on  for  family  use  from  the  farm?    What  are  you  or  your  community 
doing  about  them?    For  example,   the  drought  in  a  number  of  States  was  so  had 
there  was  nothing  to  can  for  the  winter. 

Would  a.  different  planning  of  the  use  of  land  help  increase  the  non-money 
income  from  your  farm?    Did  you  find  it  difficult  or  impossible  to  obtain  some 
of  the  typos  of  food  which  you  consider  necessary  for  your  family's  health?  What 
plans  can  be  made,  in  the  light  of  the  outlook  for  193^,  to  provide  for  adequate 
!food  supplies  for  your  family?    What  could  you  do  as  a  community  to  solve  these 
food  problems? 

Many  farms  have  some  money  to  use  that  does  not  come  from  farming.  Perhaps 
sons  or  daughters  work  in  nearby  towns.     In  this  connection  the  homemaker  might 
check  up  the  ways  besides  farming  that  farm  people  in  her  community  earn  money. 
kiJhe  may  also  need  to  decide,  in  terms  of  family  well-being,  which  would  be  more 
valuable:     Cash  earned  in  work  off  the  farm,  or  work  contributed  in  the  same  time 
and  with  the  same  effort,  on  the  farm  or  in  the  home. 

How  do  changes  in  the  prices  you  have  had  to  pay  for  different  commodities 
compare  with  the  general  changes  apparent  for  the  country  as  a  whole?    What  season 
of  the  year  do  you  consider  it  best  to  buy  certain  products  —  such  as  apples, 
citrus  fruits,  sweetpotatoes,   sheets,  coal,  and  radios?    Why  are  prices  for  some 
commodities  especially  hard  to  predict?    Why  are  seasonal  variations  in  prices 
for  some  things  greater  than  those  for  others? 

All  these  queries  lead  to  the  inevitable  adjustments  which  must  be  made 
in  family  expenditures.     What  local  developments  would  make  it  profitable  for  your 
family  to  make  or  refrain  from  certain  purchases  this  next  year?    The  coming  of 
electricity  might  be  one  of  these. 

Have  you  noticed  any  improvement  during  the  past  year  in  the  kind  of  infor- 
mation available  to  you  which  helps  you  to  become  a  better  buyer?    What  agencies 
in  your  community  are  working  toward  better  buying  practices  which  would  help  you 
make  your  money  go  farther?    Which  of  those  are  profitable  for  your  family  to  use? 

Up  in  Maine  and  Connecticut,  I'm  told,   the  extension  workers  are  stressing 
the  food  garden  more  than  ever,  and  urging  that  it  be  planned  to  include  more 
tomatoes,  and  more  leafy  green  and  yellow  vegetables.     The  protective  foods  needed 
by  the  family  should  be  reserved  when  some  of  the  garden  produce  is  sold.  Perhaps 
the  poultry  flock  might  be  enlarged,  the  extension  people  suggest.     In  all  the 
New  England  States  there  is  a  chance  for  added  income  through  taking  tourists, 
but  in  other  States,  such  as  Arkansas,  there  is  relatively  little  business  from 
motorists.     In  these  States  farm  women  do  not  count  on  increasing  money  income 
nearly  so  much  as  on  reducing  expense  by  home-grown  foods  and  home-made  articles 
for  the  house. 

This  talk  has  been  filled  with  questions.     If  you  and  your  family  will  hold 
a  family  council,  using  the  Parm  Family  Living  Outlook  that  your  county  extension 
agent  will  gladly  send  you,  your  own  "So  what' s"  can  be  worked  out  together  and  a 
satisfactory  plan  for  spending  the  family  income  will  result. 


*  *  *  *  *  s*s  *  * 


